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Book Reviews
Tail Feathers from Mother Goose: The Opie Rhyme Book. Boston, Little, Brown, & Co.
1988. ISBN 0-316-65081-1. $19.95. Unpaginated.
The good news is that the money has been raised to house the Opie Collection of
Children's literature, the largest private collection in the world, at the Bodlian, Oxford.
The even better news is that Iona Opie has made a splendid selection of hitherto unpublished rhymes available, many of which are of American origin:

*

infants+

Nurs.
Rhymes

The conductor, when he receives a fare,
Must punch in the presence of the passenjare:
A blue trip slip for an 8-cent fare,
A buff trip slip for a 6-cent fare,
A pink trip slip for a 3-cent fare,
All in the presence of the passenjare.
Punch, boys punch; punch with care,
Punch in the presence of the passenjare.
All of these new rhymes are illustrated by famous artists. Mother Goose is no longer
complete without this book. -Thorn Hinckley
Avi. Wolf Rider. Bradbury Press, 1986. ISBN 0-02-707760-8. $12.95. 202 pp.
One unexpected telephone call changes forever the lives of fifteen year-old Andy and
his widowed father. A mysterious caller named Zeke confesses his plans to murder a
young woman. Everyone else sees the caller as a prankster, a school chum, perhaps, or
someone else having fun on the telephone; but Andy believes. In every attempt to alert the
intended victim, Andy meets only skepticism. The intended victim sees Andy as some
kind of crank; the police want hard evidence; and the school counselor, who sees him as
emotionally distorted because of his mother's recent death, likewise disbelieves. Even his
father's doubts, however, do not thwart Andy's frrrn resolution. He knows how the caller
mak~s him feel, and he sets out to save the girl. Though almost completely frustrated in
his attempts to save her, he will not stop; thus, he takes matters into his own hands.
A well constructed, fast-moving plot holds even reluctant readers as they must fmd out
what finally happens. Suspense, danger, and an action packed ending provide exciting
reading. Also, this is the story of a father's realization of how deeply his son fits into his
heart. -Raphael Johnstoneaux
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Barker, Cicely Mary, selected and illustrated by. The Children's Book of Rhymes. Bedrick/
Blackie, 1986. ISBN 0-87226-150-6. $12.95. 96 pp.
A collection of traditional nursery rhymes and verse by popular English poets. These
poems have an old-fashioned flavor and are very British. They may not be too popular
with American children.
The book is well illustrated with black and white and color. The full-page colored
pictures, illustrating one line from a poem, are full of detail and are done with beautiful
muted colors. They fit the old-fashioned verses. - Catherine Bowles

*

Bennett, Jay. The Haunted One. Franklin Watts, 1987. ISBN 0-531-15059-3. $11.95. 175
pp.
His eighteenth birthday year, a warm summer, and the wonderful job of lifeguard, all
give Paul Barrett a sense of endlessness. He sits atop his lifeguard stand, basking in the
sun- at one with the sea and sky.
Into this quiet setting comes his first real attraction, Jody Miller, a beautiful girl with the
talent to become an outstanding ballerina. Wanting to surprise him one day, she enters the
surf, while out of his vision, and swims out to sea and down to his stand where usually no
one comes.
Paul fully understands the rules for a lifeguard and takes pride in his ability to live them.
On the last day, and during the last hour, however, he smokes a joint and sits there in a
haze. Just at that moment Jody needs help and he takes too long to answer. She drowns
and his haunting begins.
After her death, he meets her, sees and talks to her, and just can't get her out of his mind.
Is she real; does she have the power to return from the dead; is he going mad; or is some
mysterious person playing a horrible trick on him? Paul feels almost helpless to fmd out.
This fast-paced novel for reluctant readers will hold their interest and compel them to
finish it Basically centered on a fast-moving plot, the writing is terse, direct, and develops
the story through mostly conversation, as no paragraph exceeds more than four short
sentences. No objectionable language or scenes detract from the novel's message that a
seemingly harmless indiscretion can cause irreparable damage. -Raphael Johnstoneaux

A
3-6
Nonfict

Cackett,Susan. Glass. GloucesterPress, 1988. ISBN0-531-17115-9. $10.90. 38pp.
Have you ever wondered how safety glass is made or why some glasses darken when
exposed to light? If you have, Glass is for you. Cackett's book, part of the Resources
~ series, describes different kinds and uses of glass, and shows how they are made. It
discusses many different kinds of glass, ranging from plate glass and mirrors to fiber optics
and glass ceramics.

8-12
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The technical aspects of the book are handled nicely. The information is easily accessed
by a table of contents, an index, and a word glossary. The illustrations correlate well with
the texL The graphics are colorful and intriguing, while providing additional useful
infonnation. The only disappointment with the illustrations is the section tide 'The story
of a soft drink bottle," where the illustrators have reverted to comic book-type illustrations
which are strongly inconsistent with the nature of the book. The type style is simple and
easy to read.
The text is straightforward. The ideas are presented in a logical order starting with what
glass is, progressing through how different types are made, and ending with a discussion
of specialized uses and types of glass. Glass is an informational book that will interest as
well as infonn.- Emily L. Allred
Chaikin, Miriam. A Nightmare in History: The Holocaust 1933-1945. Clarion Books,
1987. ISBN 0-89919-461-3. $14.95. 150 pp.
I was a little surprised to pick up this book about the Holocaust and find that the first
chapter begins with Noah (and his three sons) who survived the flood; but after getting
into the book, I realized that Chaikin needed to give her readers this background to help us
understand the history of the Jewish people and the beginnings of anti-Semitism. To begin
to comprehend how the Jews have endured such persecution and have survived (not only
during the Holocaust years- 1933-1945 -but throughout all recorded history), we must
first understand where their strength had its roots.
I could not read this book for long periods of time (even though I have read quite
extensively in this area) without becoming sickened by the brutality of Hitler and his men.
Chaikin has written this account from a very realistic point of view with all of the cold,
brutal facts laid out raw. I do not think that I could recommend this book to anyone
younger than grade 9 (although the publisher lists the grade level at grade 5) because of
the stark corporeality of the subject matter. The author does not try to shock the reader,
nor get too graphic in her descriptions, but the subject matter itself is so harsh and brutal in
it's non-humanity, that the sensitive child, after reading this book, would need someone to
talk to for some explanation even though there can never be an explanation for what
happened during this dark time in our world's history.
The book covers Hider's background and his brand of anti-Semitism (his plan for the
total annihilation of the Jewish people of Europe), the rounding up of the Jews, their
treatment in the gheuoes, the prison camps, the death camps, the crematoriums and the
fmal rescue by the advancing Allies. One of the last chapters is devoted to those who
helped the Jews, and another to what happened after the war as the liberated Jews faced a
world without families or friends or homeland and their struggle to get to Israel. There is
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also a listing of other books on the Holocaust with short annotations.
I believe that this is one period of history that needs to be told, again and again. Chaikin
has told the story in a sensitive way without purposefully trying to shock the reader, but
after the reading, young people need to be able to discuss the Holocaust with a mature
adult. Her purpose in writing this book is to help us never forget what happened. Mter
reading this book and looking at the 32 black and white photographs, one can never forget.
-Helen Hoopes
B
4+
PB
Fict

Cowcher, Helen. Rain Forest. Farrarr, Straus and Giroux, 1988. ISBN 0-374-36167-3.
$13.95. Unpaginated.
RainForest, by Helen Cowcher, communicates the vivid colored wetness of the rain
forest and the fragility of its ecology when the trees are chopped down. In 32 pages, it
describes the rain forest, and animals living there; the coming of the enemy - man and his
machines; the floods caused by rain on the denuded land which washes man and his
machines away; and the return of the animals, wondering how long they'll be safe.
The simple text may be for young children, but the ecological message and ideas are not.
The personified animals who hear voices telling them to "Go to high ground," make this
more of a morality tale than one appropriate to young children, but teachers and parents
don't usually use such books with older children. This book, with its lush colored illustrations, may not be used for what appears to be its intent- "a voice of warning." -Lillian
H. Heil

c

Cross, Peter. Dudley and the Monster. G.P. Putnam's, 1986. ISBN 0-399-21329-5. $4.95.
Unpaginated.
A slight story dealing with an animal community based on Beatrix Potter's example (but
without the charm and identifiable character realities found in her work). Dudley wakes
from his winter snooze to fmd Spring has arrived; and as Mother Blackbird leaves a nest
full of babies to seek food, Dudley settles in to become acquainted. When a hungry cat
(the monster) threatens the nest, Dudley bumbles his way to saving the day and goes home
to take a nap. The illustrations are better than the text, but the size is too small for group
enjoyment. This one should defmitely be an at-home book.- Janet Francis

pre-1st
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Dale, Penny. Bet You Can't. Ulustrated by Penny Dale. J. B. Lippincott, 1987. ISBN 0397-32256-9. $12.89. Unpaginated.
No, this is not a sequel to Vicki Cobb's best selling experiment book. It is a warm,
funny example of what children will do to keep from going to bed on time. From the
beginning clean-up ritual, through the split toys, to the final good-night, these children

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol9/iss3/4

4

Hinckley et al.: Book Reviews
CHll..DREN'S BOOK REVIEW 17

have a good time being together. This book leaves a soft, cozy feeling with its reader
about the way life ought to be for children. -Vicky M. Turner
DeClements, Barthe. No Place For Me. Viking Kestrel, 1987. ISBN 0-670-81908-5.
$11.95. 136 pp.
Copper Jones is without a place to live while her mother is "drying out" at a alcohol
rehabilitation center. She is also without a family because her stepfather is more interested
in his business than in caring for Copper. Her relatives get together and decide that she
will come and live with one of them, and so begins Copper's merry-go-round of relatives.
First comes Aunt Dorothy, who has two daughters of her own. Because Copper won't
accept third place, she is sent to live with Aunt Judith. Aunt Judith is a politician's wife,
frightened of scandal. One evening they leave Copper alone to attend a banquet. The
apartment is broken into, the police called, and the media alerted to a possible case of child
abuse. It is then that Aunt Judith decides to send Copper to the third and fmal aunt Aunt
Maggie was left until last because she is considered the least desirable guardian. She is a
practicing witch, and, according to the others in the family, very "weird." Copper,
however, sees that Aunt Maggie has a lot to offer and she begins to wonder if there aren't
more possibilities in her future that she had thought
This book is fast paced and describes some of the problems children have relating to the
jumble that is made of their lives by adults who are unable to cope either with children or
with life itself. - Vicky M. Turner

B
5+
Fict

DeWeese, Gene. The Calvin Nullifier. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1987. ISBN 0-399-21466-6.
$13.95. 142 p.
Ever since Calvin Willeford made friends with an intergalactic cat named Dandelion,
Sheriff Pippenger has been lurking in the neighborhood. When lights go out, phones and
TV's go crazy, and the space probe Trailblazer stops working, Calvin realizes that
Dandelion is back. Sheriff Pippenger also realizes that funny things are again beginning to
happen at Calvin's house. Calvin is forced to tell his father about Dandelion and talks him
into a trip to Uranus that might repair the space probe. But before things return to normal
for Calvin, he finds himself, his father, Dandelion, and his friend Kathy trapped a billion
miles out in space with only a bag of chocolate chip cookies to help them return home.
--Vicky M. Turner

B+
4+
Fict

Emberley, Ed. Ed Emberley' s Big Red Drawing Book. Little, Brown, 1987. ISBN 0-31623434-6. $12.95. Unpaginated.
0ne of Emberley 's series of books showing youngsters some ways in which they can
make colorful and recognizable pictures of people, animals, and objects in line and circle
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combinations of idea and color. Amusing in its offering of ideas to youngsters who want
to learn to draw familiar things, it should be useful, as are his other drawing books.
-Carol V. Oaks

c
3-4
Fict

A
2-6
Info.

Estes, Eleanor. The Curious Adventures of Jimmy McGee. Harcourt, Brace Jovanovich,
1987. ISBN 0-15-221075-X. $14.95. 160 pp.
This reviewer picked up Eleanor Estes' 1987 book with pleasant anticipation, remembering too-long-ago-pleasant-times with The Moffats and other superlative family stories. The
Curious Adventures of Jimmy McGee retains a childlike point-of-view in conversation but
all resemblance ends there. Jimmy McGee is an indefinable mixture of fairy and child.
Described in Amy's creative alphabet book as a h"ro, he is hard-put to fulfil her predictions
since his self image doesn 'tlie along those lines.
Amy and Clarissa arrive at the Bizzy Bee, a summer cottage on Cape Cod, just in time to
fit into Jimmy's summer observation. With them comes Lydia Little, a do-nothing doll,
whose adventure in the ocean provides Jimmy with his heroship. The last storm of summer
hurries Jimmy through his appointed task of pounding pipes and marshalling details. The
book moves to a remarkable climax as Jimmy, Mary Poppins style, entertains all the
fugitive animals in his Washington, D. C. cave. The introspective focus of Jimmy's
character and the unclear contacts between Amy's real but prescient world and Jimmy's
hidden but real one, make this story one for careful recommendation. For a bright young
ear and a read-together situation, it could be just the ticket; for a mixed group, it would not
likely command attention.- Janet Francis
Facklam, Margery. Do Not Disturb. Little, Brown (Sierra Club Books), 1989. ISBN 0-31627379-1. 47 pp.
In picture book format, Facklam presents an overview of hibernation, estivation, and
sleep in the animal world. She explores the range of animal dormancy in seven chapters,
each focusing on different ways that nature protects and preserves life; for instance, "The
Deep Sleepers" (woodchucks, ground squirrels, bats and birds); "The Light Sleepers" (redsided garter snakes, lungfish, and frogs).
The appeal of this book lies in three areas:
I.
Tone. The subject, and consequently the reader, is treated with dignity yet
warmth. Facklam knows how to treat her work with respect without
crossing the line into stuffmess or boredom. She uses the proper
vocabulary, but provides understanding without being patronizing.
"Estivation is a way for animals to survive the long, hot, dry spells of
summer. (The Latin word aestivare means 'to reside through the
summer'.)"
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She includes interesting facts, like the experiment 200 years ago where a
man, a dog, and a steak were placed in a 70°F room which was gradually
heated to 260°F resulting in a thirsty and exhausted man and dog, but a
cooked steak. Lungfish estivate by secreting a gooey mucus that
hardens into a muddy cocoon. One cocoon was put into water after
twenty years, and the lungfish was still alive.
3.
Facklam's lively writing style paints clear and memorable pictures. When
a skunk puts on weight in preparation for winter, its "usual brisk trot
slows to a waddle, but it holds its fluffy tail aloft like the plume on a
bandmaster's hat." And she teUs how the special patches of brown fat
on hibernating mammals are different from the regular white fat because
the brown provides quick energy, "like a fast food restaurant."
Appealing black-and-white drawings and an index round out this unusually good
nonfiction title.- James S. Jacobs
2.

Fleischman, Paul. Joyful Noise. Illustrated by Eric Beddows. Harper and Row, 1988.
ISBN 0-06-021853-3. $11.95. 44 pp.
Paul Fleischman's second book of poetry for two voices, A Joyful Noise, has already
been declared a winner of the Newbery Award for the best chapter book written in 1988.
Ironically, when the choice was announced in January, 1989, the book was already out of
print; in fact, book buyers report they hadn't been able to get it since September, 1988.
Being a Newbery Winner has started the presses rolling and readers will soon be able to
purchase this creative and unusual approach to poetry, assisted by the delightful line
drawings of Eric Beddows.
Fleischman uses his two voices to show dramatic contrasts between two characters as
we compare the life of the worker bee to the queen honey bee- or the classic-loving
book-louse to her mystery-loving mate. (They met when he fell down seven shelves).
Strong, jumpy rhythms are at work in "Grasshoppers," and humor abounds in the "Waterstriders" who don't understand why everyone can't walk on water. Fleischman's interplay
between two voices presents the reader with an unerring rhythmical beat that suits the
particular insect.
"We're whirligig beetles
We're swimming in circles
black backs by the hundred
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We're spinning and swerving
as if we were on a
mad merry-go-round."

as if we were on a
mad merry-go-round

We've used them in classroom dramatizations and read-aloud duets, and audiences
always respond to the sensory language and ideas. The final poem "Chrysalis Diary" is
both an end and a new beginning as the caterpillar experiences the changes that have made
him into a creature who "dreams of flying."
If you choose to read this book, don't read it silently. Find someone to read with you
and do it aloud- otherwise you'll miss the wonderful word-music Paul Fleischman has
created for you. - Lillian H. Heil
A
6+
Hist
Fict

Garfield, Leon. The December Rose. Viking Kestrel, 1987. ISBN 0-670-81054-1. $12.95.
208 pp.
Three things make Garfield's novels memorable: story-line, language, and locale.
Barnacle, the boy-sweep, in spite of his name-reputation, falls down the chimney, the
wrong chimney, into a room with a group of people plotting a conspiracy. Because of what
he grabbed in flight, he is hunted by a sinister secret police. Garfield has a character say
that stories arc like the candles of the mind. This one flares, gutters, illuminates, and casts
strange shadows as the many, carefully delineated characters intricately maneuver towards
the final solution of the conspiracy.
And the language is as bizarre as the plot: "He came to an ugly little public house near
Charing Cross, leaking dirty light like a disease." No cliches here.
If you love, dream of, or know London, you will read this book with a street map. And
when you are done with this tale, it is modem London that will seem fictional, not
Garfield's London.- Thorn Hinckley.

A
K-3
PB
Info

George, William T. and Lindsay Barrett George. Beaver at Long Pond. Illustrated by
Lindsay Barrett George. Greenwillow, 1988. ISBN 0-688-07107-4. $11.95. 24 pp.
William and Lindsay George have described one day in the life of a beaver, giving this
informational book a story-like quality. Briefly, the incidents described include the beaver
repairing his dam, felling a tree to eat the bark, and being surprised by a boy and his dog.
The beaver hastily scurries to the pond and the safety of his lodge.
The text is simple but informative, describing the nocturnal habits of the beaver as he
eats water lily roots; uses blueberry branches, stones, and mud to repair his dam; and fells a
birch tree for food. The illustrations of the beaver's home, add to the book, with realistic
pictures of the beaver in action. The water lily roots; blueberry plant, maple, fir, and marsh
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grasses are all identifiable and the reader feels as if he had lived with a beaver for one of
his days (from dusk to dusk, that is).- Lillian H. Heil
Haskins, Jim. Bill Crosby: America's Most Famous Father. Walker and Company, 1988.
ISBN 0-8027-6785-0. $12.95. 133 pp.
To engage the most reluctant reader in a biography, introduce Bjll Crosby: America's
Most Famous Father. This photograph-filled volume traces the life of one of America's
most famous personalities. Like many young adults, his interest in sports consumed much
of his early life. This paid off as he entered Temple University on an athletic scholarship
where his best sport was track. Crosby's love of comedy also began early in his grade
school years.
Proving to be a better actor/comedian than an athlete brought Bill Crosby into contact
with many entertainment personalities. Here he rose to be the highest paid entertainer in
the world, eclipsing such notables as Bruce Springsteen, Michael Jackson, and Johnny
Carson.
Grades six and up will find this biography interesting .. -Raphael Johnstoneaux
Jacobs, Paul Samuel. Born Into Light. Scholastic Inc., 1988. ISBN 0-590-40710-4.
$11.95. 149 pp.
In the tradition of E. T., but with more dimension and depth, Jacobs describes, through a
young narrator,the arrival of a mysterious foundling into the home of a quiet, ordinary
New England family.
When it becomes clear that Ben, as the strange little child is named, is not merely a
creature, but a being of unusually high intelligence, young Roger senses that his new
"brother," is not of this world. The story is suspenseful and sensitive though just a little
unsatisfying. Still, Ben is an intriguing character and the relationships have some depth.
The purpose of Ben's "visit" is finally revealed, and there is a bit of melancholy in the
understanding that is gained. - Jean Marshall
Johnston, Tony. Whale Song. Illustrated by Ed Young. G.P. Putnam, 1987. ISBN 0-39921402-X. $12.95. Unpaginated.
What do the whales sing? Tony Johnston says they are counting; his word description
of their counting song takes the reader from arctic seas to the rain drenched tropics, from
the surface to the depths, from large to small, as each whale joins the counting song that
circles the oceans of the world from whale to whale.
Johnston's text is in white against the blue greens of the water and the numbers are in
much larger print giving them the effect of a booming beat that bounces from whale to
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whale. "ONE! oNE! oNBI ONB! echoes through the waters and bumps into a whale swimming
in a place where mountains are of ice. TWO! sings this whale in a great. big, frosty voice."
Ed Young's illustrations show the whales in a variety of swimming positions, most of
them so big that only a portion of the gigantic sea creature shows on the page (which adds
to the feeling of their immense size). The descriptions "tremendous, stupendous," ''like a
locomotive," "big as an island," give the reader mental images of ponderous weight and
graceful movements. The color of the ocean ranges from frosty blue to green black as the
text talks about whales who swim in the lower depths of the sea. The reader feels that he
has started close to the surface, moved through the vast oceans, to the depths, and circled
back to the surface as Johnston shows a boy swimming to the surface and shouting a
triumphant "lEN!" to end this counting song. The text and illustrations fit so well together
that I was convinced that whales really do sing a counting song and I'm ready to join the
song, too. - Lillian H. Heil
B
7+
Sci
Fict

Lawrence, Louise. The Warriors ofTaan. Harper & Row, 1988. ISBN 0-023736-8.
$12.89. 249 pp.
This fantasy delivers some interesting characters in an unusual world, but it remains
fairly one-dimensional.
Settlers from earth are changing the face of the planet Taan and enraging the native
population. Young Prince Khian is expected to carry out his father's revenge against the
Outworlders, as the earth people are called; but along with the gathering warriors, and the
plan to overthrow the alien settlers, the women of Taan work through a sisterhood dedicated to peace and to healing.
The advanced technology from earth is far superior to the ancient crossbows of the
warriors ofTaan. Though each people has gifts and wisdom to benefit the other, the
enmity between them has permitted no attempts at sharing. One lost boy, however, serves
as a mysterious link between the two worlds. A young woman, Elana, beginning her
apprenticeship with the sisterhood, has a chance meeting with the future king of her people
whose mission is diametrically opposed to her own.
The action and suspense are entertaining, but the resolution seems to have created a new
set of problems.- Jean Marshall

A
2-6

Lewis, Richard. In the Night, Still Dark. IDustrated by Ed Young. Atheneum, 1988. ISBN
0-689-31310-1. $13.95. Unpaginated.
In the Night, Still Dark is an adaptation of a creation chant from Hawaii- a chant that
was once recited over each royal child at birth. Simplified and shortened (the original
Kumulipo is over two thousand lines long), Richard Lewis's text describes the beginnings
of life in the darkest sea. Ed Young's illustrations, against a velvety black background,

PB
Poetry
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show the coming forth of the sea worm, shark, eel, octopus, the furry insects, ants, the
birds, the rat, the dog, and fmally, the man and woman. They appear as curved shadowy
shapes almost blending into the black of the night "still dark." The poem ends with the
people spreading over the land and vivid edges of light on the horizon as day arrives.
Lewis has succeeded in catching the rhythm of a chant with his rhythmic repeated
phrases. "In this the darkest night in this the darkest sea," and ''There came all the small
weak flying things, there came the furred caterpillar and it's child, the moth." His well
chosen adjectives help us visualize each animal: "mud digging grub," "rock-grasping
barnacle," "lurking shark," and "darting eel." Each animal is connected to another by
being "the child" of the previous creature, or because of its proximity in environment
These connections communicate the Polynesian belief that we are all a part of each living
creature, and, the intent was to help each child to become part of this bond by chanting the
poem to him at birth.
Both the author and illustrator have strong connections with the Orient. With this book,
they have given us another connection and a glimpse of the beauty in the chants of the
Pacific peoples adjacent to China and Japan. -Lillian H. Heil
Livingston, Myra Cohn. Poems for Mother. Illustrated by Deborah Kogan Ray. Holiday
House, 1988. ISBN 0-531-17115-9. $12.95. 32 pp.
A collection of poems about mothers by contemporary poets and a few old favorites.
The book seems to be intended to be used around Mother's Day, but could be used all year
round.
Poems should be carefully selected to fit the age level. A few seem to be for the young
child. Several are adults looking back on their own childhood and their experiences with
and views about mothers.
A large number of the poems are written in blank verse and this form seems more
difficult for children and is not too popular.
The illustrations are done in a realistic style. The colors are subdued- brown, blue,
and peach -and add to the mood of the poems.- Catherine Bowles
Lofting, Hugh. The Story of Doctor Doolittle, Being the History of His Peculiar Life at
Home and Astonishing Adventures in Foreign Parts. Delacorte Press, 1988. ISBN
0-385-29662-2. $14.95. 156 pp.
The original copyright was in 1948, by Josephine Lofting, published by F.A. Stokes.
This is a later, slightly revised edition, by the author's grandson, with an afterward explaining the reason for the revision, is copyrighted by Centenary Edition, 1988.
This new edition will fill a need for these classic publications in many children's
libraries from which they have fallen in well-loved tatters.- Carol V. Oaks
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Lofting, Hugh. The Voyage of Doctor Doolittle. Delacorte Press, 1988. ISBN 0-385-296630. $14.95. 316 pp.
This book was the 1923 winner of the Newbery medal. Some editorial changes were
made in this edition by Josephine Frichter Lofting in a way that she felt Hugh Lofting
would have wanted. The stories recount the adventures of the erudite Doctor Doolittle,
who, after much talented study, has found the key to, and learned the languages of many
animals and can communicate well with them. It also tells the story of Tommy Stubbins,
Doctor Doolittle's nine-and-a-half-year-old crewman on the high seas, who tells the story.
These books (eight of them in the series) have been beloved by imaginative youngsters
since they were ftrst published. Hugh Lofting wrote them in letters to his children while he
was in the trenches of World War I, and they are still fun to read today. (The copyright to
them now belongs to his son, Christopher Lofting.)- Carol V. Oaks

A
4-5
Fict

MacDonald, George. The Day Boy and the Night Girl. lllustrated by Nonny Hogmgian.
Alfred A. Knopf, 1988. ISBN 0-394-89409-X. $12.95. 103 pp.
George MacDonald ( 1824-1905) authored several fantasies for young children in the
same time-frame as Lewis Carroll (author of Alice in Wonderland). who was his friend and
contemporary. MacDonald's The Light Princess, The Golden Key, and The Day Boy and
The Night Girl are all delightful, imaginative stories, intended to communicate understanding about life to children of the 19th century - and wisdom about the vicissitudes of life.
Nonny Hogrogian, who illustrated this delightful literary discovery, has beautifully
pictured the experiences of Nycterus, a girl, and Photogen, a boy, stolen by a wicked witch
when they were infants and imprisoned. Nycterus was condemned to live in a dark
underground prison; Photogen to live all his life under the heat of sun, hunting food for the
witch and her companions, with never any change or rest. Their development of courage
and faith and love - in spite of their emotional starvation - completes an engrossing
parable.- Carol V. Oaks

*

MacLachlan, Patricia. The Facts and Fictions of Minna Pratt. Harper & Row, 1988. ISBN
0-06-024117-9. $11.98. 136pp.
Minna Pratt, age eleven, carries on a running conversation with the world as she travels
to and from quartet practice, and occasional baseball games played by her ten year-old
brother, McGrew. Her world expands to include Lucas Ellerby, violist, when he joins their
musical group. His family are the orderly peaceful kind she wishes her family were. As
her life progresses, she discovers that order and chaos are both truths and the two families
learn from each other.
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Minna's stream of thoughts, paraded by the reader, make this rather quiet story, a series
of never-ending surprises. MacLachlan's description- "Below were McGrew and Emily
Parmalee, slumped over half-filled travel bags, singing ...Far off she heard an oboe
playing Ravel, a sound as sad and gray as the building."- draws the reader into Minna's
life and thoughts as she wishes in vain for a good vibrato, and to become a woman.
MacLachlan's story of musicians and families allows Minna to do both. She and Lucas,
the new violist, become fast friends, and she discovers that his love for frogs doesn't fit
into the orderly life of his parents. And when his mother discovers them in his room, she
announces, "There are alien creatures up there." At this tense and explosive moment,
Minna observes that even the argument is orderly as Mrs. Ellerby says, ''This cannot be
allowed." Then she commands her husband to "Go look, Frederick." Minna realizes then
how exciting her family's arguments are. ("They are full of energy and loud words. Once
her mother threw a yam at her father and they both laughed.") But in Lucas' family,
"There are no angry words, no raised voices, no tears. It is the worst argument Minna has
ever heard."
MacLachlan's ability to capture the flavor of each character in their actions, and the
rhythm of their conversation allows the reader to feel a part of their lives. When Minna
finally gets her vibrato in the middle of the night, hesitantly calls Lucas at 12:30 a.m., and
he picks up the phone at the first ring and says, "Congratulations," the reader is on the
same triumphant new height as Minna is - a cellist with a marvelous vibrato and a
kindred spirit to share her success with.
There is only one aspect of the book that makes this slow-to-grow-up reader uneasy.
Minna sounds too mature to be only eleven years-old, but it would probably improve the
world if there were more eleven-year-olds like her. -Lillian H. Heil
McGraw, Eloise. The Trouble With Jacob. McElderry Books, 1988. ISBN 0-689-50447-0.
$13.95. 280 pp.
McGraw has spun a ghost story out of a summer vacation that actually turned out to be
work. Dodie convinces her 12-year-old twins, Andy and Kat to help her run a lodge n the
Cascade foothills, a responsibility dumped on the family by Dodie's irresponsible brother.
The adjustments from city to country life are complicated by the appearances of a strange
little boy who calls himself Jacob and who wants his own bed back.
There is suspense here, and readers are expected to suspend disbelief regarding ghosts.
The story is appealing, but not especially memorable. -Jean Marshall
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Meyer, Carolyn. Voices of Northern Ireland. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1987. ISBN 015-200635-4. $15.95. 212 pp.
Carolyn Meyer, an author who "has pencils, will travel" spent six weeks, during the
summer of 1986, exploring the life of Northern Ireland. Not a tourist writer, Ms. Meyer
negotiates constantly to meet real people (for this book, mainly young adults) existing in a
tragically real environment. Protestants and Catholics in tum finally express their feelings
about the string of firecrackers that is North Ireland. From Ian and Maureen, a newly-wed
"mixed" couple, to Catherine Wellborn, right-hand help at the Renaissance House (a
Catholic Youth Center one block into Protestant turf), her contacts are real flesh and blood,
dealing with an unbelievable life on a daily basis- suspicious of curious Americans and
easy foreign solutions. Some of them say the civil war is over power; others believe it's
still about religion. Meyer' s consensus is that Northern Irish culture has no word for
compromise - if someone wins, someone has to lose. The picture she records is grim
with only an occasional ray of light (a Protestant journalist has a tee shirt logoed "Ulster
says maybe'').
A must for any library with current history patrons.- Janet Francis
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Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Beatles, Lightly Toasted. Atheneum, 1987. ISBN 0-689-313551. $11.95. 134 pp.
Andy has only one chance to win Roger B. Sudermann essay contest because it is only
open to fifth graders. The prize that is offered is not as important as having his picture in
the paper. Andy has always dreamed about having his picture in the paper, so he started
early to dream about, and write his essay. But this year's theme is Conversation. Yawn,
boring, help! Andy starts a boycott. He tries to talk the whole class into not submitting
essays, but finds out that several are already working on their projects. In desparation,
Andy decides to write about alternative food sources. He even goes so far as to prepare
"worm-chip" cookies, "beetle-nut" brownies and "deep fried bugs." He even shares the
goodies with his classmates. It is only when his is chosen as one of the winning essays and
read in class that they realize what they were actually eating and Andy has to find a way to
get his friends back. A well-written, fast paced, funny book about a boy who wants to
succeed at any cost and finds out that some dreams are not worth fulfilling. -Vicky M.
Turner
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Neville, Emily Cheney. The Bridge. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Harper & Row, 1988.
ISBN 0-06-024386-4. $13.89. Unpaginated.
The heating oil truck crashes through the wooden bridge spanning the creek down the
hill from Ben's house. Ben is excited when a big wrecker and another tanker and the road
commissioner's yellow truck with a gumball light comes.
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Ben, watching, thinks that he could drive a wrecker..."Ben's toes stiffened as he
pressed on a gas pedal ..." The backhoe, the bulldozer, and the front-end loader that come
to lay the huge, new culvert keep Ben enthralled for a full day.
As the world grows more technological, it become increasingly remote; an almost alien
world to children as well as adults. Occasionally, one fmds an information book in which
the author and illustrator really understand what they are writing about. All of the textual
and pictorial detail in this book is spot-on. Have Neville and/or Himler worked construction? Were this their only contribution, it would be a fine book. But in addition, the story
is full of true-to-life, child-like insights. Neither the author nor the artist have forgotten
childhood. This book is so well done, even the parents share Ben's world. - Thorn
Hinckley
Persner, Stella. Sister of the Quints. Clarion Books,l987. ISBN 0-89919-498-2. $12.95.
177 pp.
Natalie's father and mother no longer live in the same town. Natalie has a young
stepmother and a family of quintuplets. Her own mother is living alone in Colorado, and
although Natalie misses her a lot, she cannot face leaving her school friends, and her life in
her home town. She loves the quints, too, but is forced by the pressures of caring for five
babies in all her away-from-school time to think hard about what choices she should make.
There's a nice young man in town ... but not much chance to spend any time with him.
Her father and her kind-but-busy stepmother need help- and she does love the quints ....
There's an important choice she should make.
It will probably be a popular story for young teenagers.- Carol V. Oaks
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Pollack, Pamela. The Random House Book of Humor for Children. Random House, 1988.
ISBN 394-98049-2. $14.95. 311 pp.
The 34 selections in this humor anthology are short stories, chapters from books, and
excerpts from the original. Pollack's choices are widely varied. Most are from recognized
authors for young people: Natalie Babbitt, Roald Dahl, Betsy Byars, and Beverly Cleary.
Some are from writers for adults who happen to include scenes funny to a younger
audience: Garrison Keillor, Mark Twain, and Patrick McManus. The selections also vary
in length, content and format. They also differ in year of original publication, spanning
more than a century from oldest to newest.
In an introductory note, Pollack tells how she picked the pieces for this humorous
collection: "I laughed a lot at these stories." She makes no bones about personal appeal
- which is probably as successful a standard for gathering together a group of humorous
readings as any other. Her choices are so varied, no one should go away without fmding
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something which hits the mark. Plus, she clearly points oot the source of each piece and
invites the reader to go to the original - and other works by the same authors - for
further fun. -James S. Jacobs
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Rosofsky, Iris. Miriam. Harper and Row, 1988. ISBN 0-06-024854-8. $11.89. 188 pp.
This is the story of Miriam, a young Jewish girl growing up in New York City.
Miriam's family is extremely orthodox- her younger brother Moshe is very devout and is
studying to be a leader in the Jewish faith. Uncle Yitzrok is his teacher, but because of his
wife's lack of devotion, and his own longings to find God, Yitzrok leaves his wife and
daughter. Miriam is caught between her love for the traditions and teachings of Judaism
and her cousin Rosie who refuses to accept any p311 of that life. When tragedy forces
change into her life, Miriam learns that she can still hold to the beauty of her heritage
without losing her own identity.
There is one scene that should be mentioned that might be offensive to some. Young
Miriam and Rosie begin to wonder about the changes that are occurring in their bodies.
With their arms wrapped around each other, they kiss and their world changes forever as
guilt floods over them. This may be a little difficult for young readers.
Rosofsky's first novel for young readers is a well written, fast-moving story that will
help the reader gain a deeper understanding of the Jewish people and the traditions that are
so much a part of their heritage. Rosofsky very subtlety points out the problems that young
Jewish people encounter in today's world (as do all young people, regardless of their
religion), but she does not belittle the peace and comfort that come from obeying the
principles. For any young adult who is struggling to gain their own individuality in a
world that seems geared to the masses, this is a novel well-worth reading and pondering.
- Helen Hoopes
Service, Pamela. The Reluctant God. Atheneum, 1988. ISBN 0-689-31404-3. $13.95. 211
pp.
Amenemhat, who thinks he is the younger twin son of pharaoh, is dismayed to learn that
he is the older, and that the priests, in order to protect the eternal hope of all followers of
Osiris, are going to put him in a tomb in suspended animation. There he is to protect the
two jars containing the essence of salvation that the promise of eternity may be sure.
As might be anticipated, "Ameni" is awakened in the twentieth century. Then begins a
Keystone Cops comedy chasing the jars over the world. Being an Egyptologist, Service
writes convincingly (and at times majestically) of ancient Egyptian religion. Unfortunately, Lorna, the daughter of the British archaeologist talks and acts like an American girl.
And one does wonder about Ameni's final choice.
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Atheneum should be honored for the most typographical errors in memory. Perhaps
teachers could give a prize to the student who finds the most instances of"sandle." The
ante could be raised for student who find "sandal" correctly spelled. "Annointed," "pitgrams," "conquor," etcetera, will add spice to this wicked word hunt.- Thorn Hinckley
Verne, Jules. The Mysterious Island. Charles Scribner's Sons, 1875 (1988 reproduction).
ISBN 0-684-18957-7. $24.95. Unpaginated.
Scribner's has made another superlative N.C. Wyeth re-issue; this time an interesting
piece of Verne science fiction. Captain Harding and four companions escape from
besieged Richmond, at the end of the American Civil War, in a balloon on the 20th of
March during a great storm. Five days later they crash-land on an unknown Pacific island
at 34° 57' south 150 ° 30' west.
Verne makes it clear that his castaways lack the full colonial equipment of the Swiss
Family Robinson or the Providential provisions Robinson Crusoe enjoyed; his castaways
have only their brains. Captain Harding leads them in making nitroglycerine, gun-cotton,
felt for clothing, glass and iron. The Island reads like a history of technology. Verne is
sufficiently prescient to lead his characters in a long discussion of the depletion of fossil
fuels, and like our generation supposes, that a replacement will be readily found.
The benefactor, the pirates, and the Krakatoa-like ending make this book interesting
reading. Most unfortunately there are two flaws: the typographical errors and the color
reproduction. The Scribner's Art Director has indicated that the darkening of the varnish
on the original paintings, and the fact that plate retouching is no longer possible, accounts
for the deficiencies of the present edition compared to the 1918 edition. This, however,
may be too simplistic.
Had the present printing been color-proofed to the first edition, the color fidelity would
have been greatly improved. The fineness of the half-tone screens in the current edition
emphasizes brush strokes at the expense of pictorial detail. The density range of the
transparencies seems to be miscalculated as the highlights are generally washed out and
the shadows printed solid. Anyone who takes the trouble to examine the 1918 and the
1988 reproductions with a 60 power microscope will be greatly enlightened as to why the
1918 reproductions are superior.
There have been hints of these problems in other N.C. Wyeth re-issues, but not this
pervasive. Perhaps the varnish during World War I was inferior. Notwithstanding these
problems, I have purchased this book and will continue to purchase all the Wyeth reissues. - Thorn Hinckley
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Wiesner, David, illustrator. Free Fall Lothrop, 1988. ISBN 0-688-05884-2. $17.95.
Unpaginated.
Appropriately titled Free Fall, illustrator David Wiesner's honor Caldecott Award
winner carries the viewer through a seamless series of adventures that seems to connect
from one page to the other as if one were free falling in the silent world of the parachutist
The boy's multi-hued green quilt becomes the squares of a field as seen from the air; the
salt shaker and two shorter chess pieces become robed companions, and the fields become
a giant chess board whose knights and bishops turn into a castle. The castle walls become
a dragon, the trees become the pages of books which move the boy and his three companions into a world of skyscrapers that fit into the pieces of a 3-dimensional map that moves
back to the green checkerboard squares, to a sea, and fmally to the boy's room with the
visual origins of his adventures near his bed. By this time, the reader is ready to go back to
the beginning to see what other clues to the boy's adventures are in the first picture and
how they fit into his visual dream adventure. Wiesner's illustrations look like three
dimensional cardboard cutouts that could transform themselves into something else if you
blink your eye. The boy and his friends follow the map that keeps flying ahead of them or
breaking into puzzle pieces around them. I don't know if Wiesner's dreams are like his
book, but I'd certainly like to dream a few dreams as easy and flowing as Free Fall.
- Lillian H. Heil
Wild, Elizabeth. Along Came a Blackbird. J.B. Lippincott, 1988. ISBN 0-397-32294-1.
$11.98. 184 pp.
In Along Came a Blackbird, ten year-old Louise Berry narrates the events in the life of
her family for one summer. The family adopts a baby crow, and takes in a lonely fourteen
year-old, Beau Carney, when his mother has to go to the hospital for three weeks.
Both the crow and the boy are thieves; the crow because it's their nature, and the boy
because his mother is sick and he wants to get things to make her happy.
Ten year-old Louise offers tentative friendship to Beau; her younger sister Jennie accepts
and treats him like family; and thirteen year-old Stephanie Berry is openly hostile.
Louise's pity for Beau develops into understanding, friendship and finally, genuine love for
a boy who is like the brother she'd like to have.
The author's characters are authentic; the reader can feel Louise's fear when she actually
sees Beau desperately trying to steal magazines for his mother. The thirteen-year-old's
scorn of Beau's table manners fit what a thirteen year-old know-it-all might do and say.
There is a real climax to Beau's acceptance when he save's the town from a threat of fire
and a realistic but bittersweet ending when the impish crow fmally leaves the humans for
his own kind; Beau and his family leave the area; and the Berry family lose touch with the

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol9/iss3/4

18

Hinckley et al.: Book Reviews
CHll..DREN'S BOOK REVIEW 31

gentle boy they had learned to love.
Along Came a Blackbird is the story of a ten year-old's growing empathy and understanding of people's lives who are different from her own. Elizabeth Wild has created a
small country town in Maine where important things are happening to those who live
there. It is a book well worth reading. -Lillian H. Heil
Wilhelm, Hans. Tyrone the Horrible. Scholastic, 1988. ISBN 0-590-41471-2. $10.95.
Unpaginated.
Boland is one of the many dinosaur children that enjoy romping in the swamp forest.
Boland is also plagued with the attention of the world's frrst bully, a Tyrannosaurus Rex
named Tyrone. Tyrone enjoys teasing him, hitting him and eating his sandwiches. Boland
tries to make friends, ignore, and even fights Tyrone, but nothing seems to work until
Boland comes up with a pepper sandwich that sends Tyrone screaming in the opposite
direction. Well illustrated, with a twist ending that will make it a favorite at story time.
-Vicky M. Turner
Willard, Nancy. The Voyage of the Ludgate Hill. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1987. ISBN
0-15-294464-8. $14.95. 30 pp.
Nancy Willard has taken Robert Louis Stevenson's voyage across the Atlantic (as
described so vividly in his letters), and created a delightful poetic experience, a journey
into images and word play. · Similar in style to her earlier "Visit to William Blake's Inn,"
this slim book provides a light-hearted, non-threatening and rich contact with language as
poetry.
This book is rewarding on several levels, not the least of which is the visual. Caldecott
winners, Alice and Martin Provensen, achieve humor and a real sense of time and place in
their detailed pictures. -Jean Marshall
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